Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae endocarditis.
A case of Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae endocarditis involving the aortic and mitral valves in a 70-year-old male farmer is reported. The onset of infection was insidious, with a five-month history of low grade fever, malaise and a 20 kg weight loss. The patient eventually developed severe heart failure requiring surgery and died postoperatively of Pseudomonas aeruginosa pneumonia. In vitro studies showed the isolate to be highly susceptible to penicillin, ciprofloxacin and ofloxacin, and resistant to vancomycin.